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Chapter 16

Tribulation Rising
Countless people…will hate the new world order…and will die  

protesting against it
H.G. Wells 1

Then you will be arrested, persecuted, and killed. You will be hated all over 
the world because you are my followers

Jesus Christ 2

For then there will be great tribulation (affliction, distress, and oppression) 
such as has not been from the beginning of the world until now—no, and 

never will be [again]
Jesus Christ 3

From the evidence I have provided so far, it is hard not to conclude 
that humanity is careering headlong towards the prophesied Great 
Tribulation. According to the Bible, this will be a time when the planet 
will fall into complete turmoil—a turmoil the like of which the world 
has never known. 

Jesus spoke of the Great Tribulation, referring to it as ‘the beginning 
of sorrows’. He said: 

‘Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you, and you will 
be hated by all nations for My name’s sake. And then many will be offended, 
will betray one another, and will hate one another’ (Matthew 24:9-10, 
NKJV). Much of the Book of Revelation is also devoted to this critical 
time period. Even some of the Old Testament prophets speak concerning 
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this future event. In fact, it is the prophet Daniel who gives us a specific 
time frame for the Tribulation. He tells us that it will last for a total of 
seven years.

A Severe Constraining

Looking at the etymology of the word ‘tribulation’ opens the doors 
onto some revealing insights. 

According to the New Bible Dictionary, the root meaning of the word 
for tribulation is ‘narrow’ or ‘compressed’. This leads to the figurative 
connotation, ‘straitened circumstances’, and hence, affliction, distress 
or tribulation. The basic idea here is ‘severe constriction’, or ‘severe 
constraining’. 

To ‘constrain’ means to ‘force, coerce, pressure, restrict, restrain, limit 
or curb.’ 

It is hard not to think of today’s surveillance state when reading those 
words. Human beings are nowadays severely restricted, coerced and 
limited by the enslaving spirit that lies behind surveillance. Surveillance 
then is a fundamental characteristic of tribulation. 

An incident in the Apostle Paul’s life further reveals this link. Paul 
records that one time while he was ministering in Damascus the governor 
under King Aretas had his people surveilling the city in order to arrest 
him. On this occasion Paul and his friends devised an ingenious escape 
from the authorities. They lowered him in a basket from a window in the 
city wall (2 Corinthians 11:32-33).

For Paul, being under surveillance was part of experiencing 
tribulation.

This highlights the fact that Christians are called to suffer in 
tribulation. The Christian is asked to follow in the footsteps of Christ, 
who endured great tribulation. All tribulation then must stand in the light 
of Christ Jesus who was ‘despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows 
and acquainted with grief. Smitten by God, and afflicted’ (Isaiah 53). 

However, this important aspect of Christian doctrine is sorely missing 
in our churches today. The absence of this theology of suffering is to the 
detriment of the believer living in the end times. Without it they are left 
unarmed and powerless to stand in the face of tribulation.
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For many, all suffering must be avoided at all costs and prayed away. 
Many churches today are responsible for creating a sugar coated gospel. 
But this version of the gospel bears little relation to what the Bible, Jesus 
and the early church taught. The Bible teaches that a true Christian will 
not only enjoy the power of Christ’s resurrection; they will also have to 
embrace a fellowship with his sufferings.

This is why the subject of the end times is often met with a fearful 
expectation, because it does not fit with the believers understanding of 
suffering.

The Bible clearly teaches that suffering for the name of Christ, however 
tough, should be embraced, just like Christ embraced it.

In the garden of Gethsemane he cried, ‘O My Father, if it is possible, 
let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will’ 
(Matthew 26:39, NKJV). When he spoke of ‘the cup’, Christ was speaking 
of his impending suffering—including his subsequent arrest, capture and 
crucifixion at the hands of his religious persecutors. 

Christ therefore gives us an example to follow.
But we are not only to look upon the sufferings of Christ as a mere 

example. No, we are exhorted to ‘share in Christ’s sufferings’ and to carry 
in our bodies the death of Jesus. The Apostle Paul tells us what his life’s 
mission is: ‘that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and 
the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death’ (Philippians 
3:10, NKJV). Again in 2 Corinthians 4:8-10, Paul teaches that by carrying 
in our bodies the death of Jesus, His life is revealed in us: ‘We are hard-
pressed on every side, yet not crushed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; 
persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed—always 
carrying about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus 
also may be manifested in our body’ (NKJV).

We can see then that relationship with Christ and suffering for him, 
and therefore with him, are inseparably connected. This suffering is not 
as the world knows. In fact by conforming to Christ’s sufferings, the very 
resurrection power that raised Christ’s body from the dead is activated so 
that the believer can be transformed into the likeness of Christ himself 
(Philippians 3:10). Paul further teaches concerning the divine relationship 
through suffering. ‘We are children of God, and if children, then heirs—
heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that 
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we may also be glorified together.’ (Romans 8:16-17)
The early church knew this, as Hebrews 11:35 clearly attests when 

it says that Christians in the first century ‘were tortured to death with 
clubs, refusing to accept release [offered on the terms of denying their 
faith], so that they might be resurrected to a better life’ (AMP). The earliest 
Christians knew that their sufferings allowed them to experience a 
heavenly, inexpressible joy. This was true for Jesus. We read in Hebrews 
12:2, ‘He, for the joy [of obtaining the prize] that was set before Him, 
endured the cross’ (AMP). What was it that caused Christ such joy? It was 
the realization not only of his own joyful reunion with the Father, it was 
also the indescribable joy of knowing that through his selfless death on 
the Cross, believers would be reunited with the Father too!

Tribulation Joy

As it was with Christ, so it is with the believer. Joy surrounds the 
Christian who is going through tribulation. We can see this in the story 
surrounding Stephen, the first Christian martyr. As Stephen shared the 
gospel, the crowds became more and more hostile. They began by hurling 
insults at him until eventually they dragged him out of the city and 
stoned him to death. ‘But he,’ the Bible says, ‘being full of the Holy Spirit, 
gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right 
hand of God, and said, “Look! I see the heavens opened and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God!”’ (Acts 7:54, NKJV). Stephen was 
so caught up in this heavenly joy that before his death he cried out in 
compassion for his murderers! ‘Lord’, he cried, ‘do not charge them with 
this sin’ (Acts 7:60, NKJV). These words sound just like the cry of his 
master Jesus moments before his death. Jesus said. ‘Father, forgive them, 
for they do not know what they do’ (Luke 23:34, NKJV).

Notice how Luke, who wrote this account, likens Stephen’s death to 
‘falling asleep’ (Acts 7:60). This description reveals further the peace and 
joy that overwhelmed Stephen during his final moments. Who would 
ever describe the violent death of a man at the hands of an angry mob 
as ‘falling asleep’? This is impossible to imagine unless that person had 
witnessed something unique in the apostle’s death—the paradox of joy 
in suffering.

Even in death Stephen was empowered by God to lay down in green 
pastures! His soul was restored! Even though he walked through the 
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valley of the shadow of death he feared no evil, God was his comfort. 
(Psalm 23)

This is a powerful lesson for the end time believer. We need to 
understand that we will not be facing tribulation in our own strength. We 
will have the Holy Spirit, the one promised by Jesus. He is the Comforter—
literally, the one who draws alongside us to comfort and defend us. 

Through tribulation in all its forms God will work his comforting and 
fearless power in us. 

As the Apostle Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 1:5: ‘for just as we share 
abundantly in the sufferings of Christ, so also our comfort abounds through 
Christ’ (NIV).

And don’t forget the power of this kind of testimony. Remember that 
at the scene of the first Christian martyrdom stood a certain man named 
Saul, a staunchly religious man and ardent persecutor of the church. Later 
he would receive a miraculous visitation of Christ and undergo a radical 
conversion to Christianity. 

God heard the dying prayer of Stephen! God did not hold Saul’s sins 
against him. 

Saul, or course, became known as Paul. Paul went on to write some 
thirteen books of the New Testament, which contain powerful revelations 
concerning the subject of tribulation and suffering. 

We must never therefore underestimate God’s power—not only to 
save the fiercest of opponents to the Christian faith, but also to turn them 
into great champions for the cause. This is why it is so important, like 
Christ and Stephen, to adopt a heart of love and compassion towards 
those who persecute us.

Returning then to the theme of joy through tribulation, this is a 
critical teaching of Scripture. To reiterate, tribulation should not be 
feared but rather embraced. 

There can be no greater preparation for the coming days ahead than 
to have a revelation regarding this. 

What the Bible says concerning persecution is revolutionary. Indeed 
James writes to us that we should consider trials as pure joy. ‘Consider it 
pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 
because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. Let 
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perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not 
lacking anything’ (James 1:2-4, NIV). James also writes that those who 
persevere through these trials are not only blessed but also receive the 
ultimate prize. ‘Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, 
having stood the test, that person will receive the crown of life that the Lord 
has promised to those who love him’ (James 1:12, NIV).

So what is the prize? It is the promise of union and friendship with 
Christ today and forever! 

We can see then that just as Christ had that joy set before him, we too 
have that same joy set before us.

The Apostle Paul experienced this ‘tribulation’ joy too. He wrote: ‘I 
am filled with comfort. I am exceedingly joyful in all our tribulation’ (2 
Corinthians 7:4). 

What a comfort it is to know that as the storm clouds of persecution 
begin to loom large over the end-time church, it will become overwhelmed 
by joy, and therefore empowered to face its most terrible hour. 

When we are severely constrained, we will experience the joy of the 
Holy Spirit.

The Apostle Paul exhorts us to ‘glory in our tribulations’ because they 
produce in us perseverance; and perseverance, character; and character, 
hope. (Romans 5:3) Tribulation then has a refining work on the character 
of the believer. It emboldens us to face the Antichrist government and 
persecution from those around us who have given themselves over to 
godless living.

Paul was speaking from experience here. He tells us that many times 
he was in danger of death for the sake of the gospel. On five separate 
occasions he was whipped across the back thirty-nine times, three times 
beaten with sticks, once stoned, three times shipwrecked with one time 
spending a day and a night in the water. He was in danger from high 
waters on rivers, danger from robbers, danger from his fellow Jews, 
danger in the cities and the desert, danger from false apostles and many 
times Paul went without sleep, food, water and clothing (2 Corinthians 
11:23-28). 

Christian tradition holds that Paul was eventually martyred for his 
faith by being beheaded at the orders of Nero around AD 68.4 No doubt 
as Paul readied himself for death, thoughts of Stephen flashed through 
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his mind; and he like him became encapsulated in the risen Christ. As 
the sword came down upon his neck an inexpressible joy and comfort 
overwhelmed this hero of the faith and he too fell asleep.

In fact it is written that all of Jesus disciples went through tribulation, 
and all but John were martyred for their faith. 

John however did not escape persecution. He spent the latter years of 
his life in a labor camp on the island of Patmos, sent there by the Roman 
emperor Domitian. John of course went on to receive the most startling 
revelations concerning the coming tribulation while imprisoned there.

–  James (son of Zebedee) was beheaded in AD 44. 
–  Philip was scourged, thrown into prison and afterwards crucified  

 in AD 54. 
–  Matthew was slain with a halberd in the city of Nadabah, AD 60. 
–  James, at the age of ninety-four was beat and stoned by the Jews,  

 and had his brains dashed out by a fuller’s club. 
–  Matthias, who replaced Judas, was stoned and then beheaded. 
–  Andrew was crucified in Edessa. 
–  Mark was dragged to his death by the people of Alexandria. 
–  Peter was crucified upside down, because according to Jerome,  

 Peter said he was unworthy to be crucified in the same manner as  
 Christ. 

–  Jude was crucified at Edessa in AD 72. 
–  Bartholomew was beaten and then crucified in India. 
–  Thomas was also martyred in India, being thrust through with a  

 spear. 
–  Luke was said to have been hanged on an olive tree in Greece. 
–  Simon was, according to church history, crucified in Britain in AD  

 74. 
–  Finally Barnabas was martyred in Cyprus around AD 73.5

Suffering was the apostolic way. In every case, the martyr knew the 
joy of the Lord in their suffering. And this has been true for persecuted 
believers ever since. Consider the following accounts.
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Thomas Hudson was condemned by the vicar of Aylesbury in the 
1500s.

‘The spot of execution was called Lollard’s Pit, without Bishopsgate, at 
Norwich. After joining together in humble petition to the throne of grace, 
they rose, went to the stake, and were encircled with their chains. To the 
great surprise of the spectators, Hudson slipped from under his chains, and 
came forward. A great opinion prevailed that he was about to recant; others 
thought that he wanted further time. In the meantime, his companions at 
the stake urged every promise and exhortation to support him. The hopes 
of the enemies of the cross, however, were disappointed: the good man, far 
from fearing the smallest personal terror at the approaching pangs of death, 
was only alarmed that his Savior’s face seemed to be hidden from him. 
Falling upon his knees, his spirit wrestled with God, and God verified the 
words of His Son, “Ask, and it shall be given.” The martyr rose in an ecstasy 
of joy, and exclaimed, “Now, I thank God, I am strong! and care not what 
man can do to me!” With an unruffled countenance he replaced himself 
under the chain, joined his fellow-sufferers, and with them suffered death, 
to the comfort of the godly, and the confusion of Antichrist.’ 6

Now consider Robert Samuel, martyred 1555.
‘When Robert Samuel was brought forth to be burned, certain there 

were that heard him declare what strange things had happened unto him 
during the time of his imprisonment; to wit, that after he had famished or 
pined with hunger two or three days together, he then fell into a sleep, as 
it were one half in a slumber, at which time one clad all in white seemed 
to stand before him, who ministered comfort unto him by these words: 
“Samuel, Samuel, be of good cheer, and take a good heart unto thee: for 
after this day shalt thou never be either hungry or thirsty.”

This blessed Samuel, the servant of Christ, suffered the thirty-first of 
August, 1555. The report goeth among some that were there present, and 
saw him burn, that his body in burning did shine in the eyes of them that 
stood by, as bright and white as new-tried silver.’ 7

Mrs Cicely Ormes of Norwich was burned at the stake in 1557.
‘After declaring her faith to the people, she laid her hand on the stake, 

and said, “Welcome, thou cross of Christ.” Her hand was sooted in doing 
this, [It was the same stake that had previously martyred other Christians] 
and she at first wiped it; but directly after again welcomed and embraced 
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it as the “sweet cross of Christ.” After the tormentors had kindled the fire, 
she said, “My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit doth rejoice in God 
my Savior.” Then crossing her hands upon her breast, and looking upwards 
with the utmost serenity, she stood the fiery furnace. Her hands continued 
gradually to rise until the sinews were dried, and then they fell. She uttered 
no sigh of pain, but yielded her life, an emblem of that celestial paradise in 
which is the presence of God, blessed forever.’ 8

So we can see then that for the believer, tribulation is not to be feared 
but rather joyfully embraced. For in persecution or martyrdom we know 
that the powerful outworking of Christ in us is a guaranteed certainty. 
The end result of which will gain us the crown of life—union with Christ 
now and forever.

So as we look at the coming tribulation, let’s do so with hope and joy 
in the Holy Spirit, not with fear and trembling.

The Gathering Storm

What will the Great Tribulation look like?
The catalyst for the Great Tribulation will most likely be the total 

collapse of the global financial infrastructure. The current financial crisis 
is only the beginning. Out of the ashes of the economic ruins a new global 
financial system will rise. We can see this taking shape today. Cash will be 
consigned to history and the only means to buy and sell will be through a 
digitized system—the prophesied Mark of the Beast. 

Martial law—the imposition of military rule to maintain order—will 
be instituted. The burgeoning surveillance grid will facilitate the military 
takeover and implementation of the Mark. The people, desperate for food, 
will do anything in order to survive. All concerns that the new monetary 
system might be evil will be silenced through the relief that the people 
can once again return to a ‘normal life’, once again feed themselves and 
their families.

As armies control the masses, the world government will take 
advantage of the crisis, tightening its grip and consolidating its power. 
Those who refuse to accept the new world order and its economic 
system will be deemed enemies of the state. They will be apprehended, 
imprisoned or executed.

According to Daniel’s prophecy the Great Tribulation will last 
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seven years (Daniel 9:27). At some point around this tumultuous time 
the ‘rapture’ of the church will occur. The rapture is referred to in 1 
Thessalonians 4:17. This is when the true followers of Christ will be 
‘caught up in the air’ to meet ‘the Lord in the air.’ The word ‘rapture’ is 
derived from Latin ‘raptus’ meaning ‘seized’ or ‘carried away.’ The Greek 
rendering of the word is harpagisometha which literally means ‘caught up’ 
or ‘taken away.’

One of the key questions for many believers concerns the timing of the 
rapture. Some believe that through the rapture the church will escape the 
Great Tribulation entirely, while others believe the church will experience 
only half of it, and still others hold that the church will go through the 
entire Great Tribulation. All agree though that at some point the church 
will be taken away from the earth in a supernatural event. 

However, in many ways the timing of the rapture has become a 
distraction. While it is undoubtedly an important eschatological fact, one 
point is seldom discussed—that the Great Tribulation will not just happen 
overnight, but there will be a lead up to it in which the hour will grow 
darker and darker. A tribulation then will precede the Great Tribulation 
and seamlessly merge into it. Just as the persecution of the Jews in Nazi 
Germany evolved from 1933 into the Final Solution, so it will be for God’s 
people during the end times. Tribulation will grow and expand into the 
Great Tribulation. The Great Tribulation then will be the most intense 
and turbulent part in a time where a tribulation has already begun. The 
church will go through this preceding, preparatory phase of trouble. In 
light of this at what point the church escapes through the rapture during 
Daniel’s seven years becomes a matter of lesser importance. 

Believers would therefore do better to prepare for what is soon to 
come than be preoccupied with debating the timing of the rapture.

Signs of the Times

It is difficult to imagine how the West could ever arrive at a place of 
such tribulation. But the warning signs are all around us. They are in fact 
staring us in the face.

The unabated deluge of media manipulation vomited out upon 
the masses is paving the way for the persecution that is to come. The 
all-out assault brought about by decadence and the derision of godly 
values has left a culture for dead, totally bereft of any true and lasting 



281

Chapter 16    Tribulation Rising

morality. The church has been impacted by this onslaught too, leaving 
many dysfunctional and complacent believers in its wake. All this comes 
from the media and its ardent preachers of secular amorality, who are 
by default haters of true religion. As the Apostle Paul wrote, they are 
actually ‘haters of God’. According to Paul these people have debased 
minds and are filled with all manner of unrighteousness. They are full of 
deceit, maliciousness and gossip. They are slanderers, boastful, heartless, 
ruthless and inventors of evil (Romans 1:28-32). These character traits 
embody the spirit behind persecution. It rests upon lawless persecutors 
and is directed against believers.

But why do such people hate Christianity so vehemently? Because 
it exposes their lifestyle for what it really is. Jesus clearly explained this. 
He said, ‘[the world] hates Me because I testify of it that its works are evil’ 
(John 7:7). Jesus Christ and authentic Christianity shine with the light 
of true righteousness. They expose the works of sinful human beings as 
utterly wicked.

In rejecting Christianity, the West is now beginning to move into the 
next stage—the persecution of the church. We can see this happening all 
around us today. The following are just a few of many examples.

In June of 2013 a group of Christians sang Amazing Grace during a 
peaceful protest against a proposed abortion law in Austin, Texas. The 
pro-abortion lobby however was having none of it. As they attempted to 
drown out the Christian worship they chanted ‘Hail Satan, Hail Satan.’9 

In another incident a street preacher was knocked to the ground and 
repeatedly punched and kicked by homosexuals at a gay pride event in 
Seattle. The preacher was carrying a sign that said ‘Jesus saves from sin.’ 10 

This kind of persecution is not isolated. In August 2012 a pro-gay activist 
opened fire inside the headquarters of a Christian lobbying group, the 
Family Research Council in Washington, D.C. because the group opposed 
gay marriage.11 

Churches have also been vandalized. A group called ‘Angry Queers’ 
hurled stones through the stain glass windows of Mars Hill Church in 
Portland, Oregon, stating, ‘Mars Hill is notoriously anti-gay.’ Gay rights 
protestors have also shouted profanities at the congregation’s children, 
telling them they were ‘homophobes’ and that they would ‘burn in hell.’ 12

While in November 2013 a violent 7000 pro-abortion mob attacked 
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praying pro-lifers. The group of men and women attempted to storm the 
Cathedral of John the Baptist in San Juan de Cuyo, Argentina. In response 
1500 young catholic men formed a human shield around the cathedral to 
prevent the mob from storming it. Topless feminists spray painted the 
faces of the praying men, fixed Nazi swastikas to their clothing, spat upon 
them and engaged in lesbian sexual acts in front of them. All this while 
the police said they were powerless to act because the protestors were 
women. 13

These occurrences are on the rise. They will only become more 
widespread as the Antichrist spirit intensifies across the earth. Another 
example of this outright rejection and hatred of Christianity was displayed 
in St. Peters Cathedral, Cologne, Germany in December 2013. During the 
Christmas mass feminist Josephine Witt ran out from the congregation 
and jumped upon the altar naked from the waist up screaming and with 
the words ‘I am God’ daubed across her breasts. 14

This kind of persecution is inevitable in cultures that abandon 
authentic Christianity. And we have abandoned true Christianity in the 
West. The decision to make no mention of God in the EU ‘constitution’, 
the removal of Christian crosses throughout Italian schools as part of 
a European Union directive, the Ten Commandments being removed 
from government and educational buildings across the US, are just some 
examples we have covered in previous chapters. 

Silencing Free Speech

This abandonment of Christianity by increasingly secularized cultures 
has led to widespread disdain for those who hold to the teachings of the 
Bible. Although Western democracies proclaim the value of free speech, 
in reality political correctness silences large numbers of Christians from 
sharing confidently what the Bible unequivocally teaches about traditional 
marriage, homosexuality, or the right to life for an unborn child. 

Free speech no longer really exists. The European Union ‘Equal 
Treatment’ directive illustrates this. An article in ‘Evangelical Now’ 
newspaper described the directive as a ‘frightening threat to free speech 
and free exercise of religious conscience in the UK’.15 The article went on to 
say that if the Directive is executed in its current form, religious liberty 
experts ‘expect an exponential increase in persecution of the faithful.’16 It is 
these kinds of equality laws and policies enacted by governments across 
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the EU that compel Christians to act against their consciences. 
Possibly the most disturbing part of the Directive is the harassment 

provision. This would allow an individual to accuse someone of violating 
the law just because they perceive that what the individual or group is 
expressing is offensive, or creating an offensive environment. This means 
that a Christian or a Christian organization without any intent to offend 
or harass could be prosecuted. Litigations could arise from a simple 
chat in a Christian bookstore. The employee could state she believes 
that Jesus is the only way, or that she did not agree with abortion. The 
customer could allege offence and sue. The Directive empowers anyone 
with an anti-Christian agenda and the litigation possibilities would be 
innumerable. Furthermore, according to the report, the Directive also 
lacks exceptions necessary to protect expressions of religious conscience. 
Religious liberty experts warn of further problems within the Directive, 
namely the infringement on the right to associate and meet together. 

The report sums up the Directive as having the potential to ‘extinguish 
Christian expression’ and to ‘inflict cultural genocide’ in Europe. ‘Armed 
with arbitrary provisions and draconian penalties, the Directive emerges as 
an instrument holding the potential to inflict cultural genocide. Christian 
Concern For Our Nation’ (CCFON) warns that those with an anti-Christian 
agenda will wield a weapon capable of extinguishing Christian expression 
in Europe.’ 17

This end to free speech is indicative of the anti-democratic path our 
governments have taken. It is proof that we are no longer living in a 
democratic society. Today people who march in protest against perceived 
evils are herded into non-populated zones. Those wishing to have their 
say are either relocated to another place where their voice cannot be 
heard, or they are simply told to move on, or arrested for breaking the 
law. 

In fact since 2011 unprecedented powers have been given to restrict 
peaceful protest around the British Parliament in Westminster. These 
have been granted to the authorities through the Police Reform and Social 
Responsibility Act. This draconian law was showcased in the story of a 
young lady who stood near Downing Street wearing a T-shirt displaying 
the words, ‘Rogue State Britain.’ She was approached by a police officer 
who told her, ‘you can’t wear that here, it is a demonstration.’ Others 
have been arrested for simply reading out a list of names of people who 
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have died in Iraq, and still others have received warning letters for carol 
singing at Christmas.18 This repressive law allows an authorized person to 
demand the name and address of a person if there is ‘reasonable ground 
for belief ’ that ‘a person has contravened’ one or more of the laws. It even 
allows for the seizure of a person’s property.

In 2004 Michael Marcavage of Repent America and Steve Lefemine 
of Columbia Christians for Life attended the Republican National 
Convention in Madison Square Garden to address the large number of 
pro-abortion speakers at the event. While the two stood on the public 
sidewalk holding signs they were approached by police who told 
them they could not stand there because it had been marked as a ‘no 
demonstration’ zone. The men responded by asking where they could 
engage in free speech and the officers directed them to a free speech zone 
located a block away. As Marcavage and Lefemine walked with the police 
they questioned the purpose of the zone. They were then both arrested. 
Marcavage explained, ‘they took us to an abandoned warehouse where 
they funneled hundreds of people into cages that they had set up for this 
purpose. They treated us like cattle.’ The two men were released twenty 
four hours later.19

These exclusion zones are a total affront to democracy. Without free 
speech there is no democracy. Democracy is now all but an illusion, 
bolstered only by the perpetual propaganda techniques disseminated 
through the mainstream media.

A Strategy of Vilification

However, more disturbing than all of this is the government stance 
toward Christianity and civil liberty groups. Christians are not only 
being silenced, they are also being criminalized by government bodies. 
This in itself serves to show the Antichrist spirit that is pervading western 
government today. It also reveals the accuracy of Jesus words concerning 
the final days, ‘then you will be arrested, persecuted, and killed. You will 
be hated all over the world because you are my followers’ (Matthew 24:9, 
NLT).

It is a disturbing fact that today US government papers describe Bible 
believing Christians as right wing extremist terrorists. According to a US 
Department of Homeland Security paper entitled ‘Rightwing Extremism’ 
published in 2009, a right wing extremist terrorist is someone who is 
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against abortion, against same sex marriage and believes in end time 
Bible prophecy.

Further disturbing definitions of a right wing extremist terrorist 
contained within the document show that right wing terrorists are those 
who are:

 • conspiracy theorists, namely those who are concerned about the  
  ‘declaration of martial law, impending civil strife…suspension of  
  the U.S. Constitution, and the creation of citizen detention  
  camps’

 • concerned about the US government’s role in the formation of a  
  One World Government

 • concerned about antigovernment conspiracy theories
 • concerned about illegal immigration
 • concerned about increasing federal power
 • against firearms restrictions
 • concerned about the loss of U.S. sovereignty
 • a returning war veteran
 • against government policy
The war on terror strategy has even shifted focus to accommodate 

the vilification of Christianity. Once only the focus of Arab Muslims, 
today the DHS focus on white middle class Americans too. This is further 
evidenced by a video released by the Department of Homeland Security’s 
‘See Something, Say Something’ campaign in 2011. The video characterized 
white middle class Americans as being the most likely terrorists, with 
those reporting on them as being either black, Asian or Arab. 

The belief promoted by the DHS that Christianity is somehow 
dangerous is taking root. In 2013 during an Army Reserve briefing 
based in Pennsylvania, a US Army training instructor listed under the 
heading ‘Religious Extremism’ Evangelical Christianity, Catholicism, and 
other Christian denominations, alongside terrorist groups Al Qaeda and 
Hamas.20   The material went on to define religious extremism as those 
who held beliefs, attitudes, feelings or actions that were far removed from 
the ordinary, such as the belief that their faith is the only right way and 
that all other beliefs are wrong. Col. Ron Crews, executive Director of 
the Chaplain Alliance for Religious Liberty said that he was astounded 
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soldiers were taught that a key foundation of the Christian faith is now 
considered extreme and that Christians are now compared to those who 
want to implement Shariah law. ‘The idea of salvation being exclusively 
through Christ is a key doctrine of the Christian faith,’ Crews said. 21

But it is not only the Department of Homeland Security that has set 
its sights on the persecution of the faithful. 

A report published in 2009 by the Missouri Information Analysis 
Center (MIAC) entitled ‘The Modern Militia Movement’ labeled supporters 
of presidential candidates Ron Paul, Pastor Chuck Baldwin, and Bob Barr 
as a terrorist threat. The report further instructed Missouri police to be 
on the lookout for anyone displaying ‘Constitutional Party, Campaign for 
Liberty, or Libertarian material’ associated with these men, including car 
bumper stickers. All three men are self-confessed Christians. 

The report states; ‘[Militia] members are usually supporters of former 
Presidential Candidate: Ron Paul, Chuck Baldwin, and Bob Barr. Anti-
Government Propaganda: Militia members commonly display…bumper 
stickers that contain anti-government rhetoric…Additionally…anti-
immigration, and anti-abortion, material may be displayed by militia 
members.’ 

Other potential terrorists include those who are against;
 •  Gun control
 •  The Federal Reserve
 •  The United Nations
 •  The North American Union
 •  The New World Order
 •  Income tax
 •  Radio frequency identification
 •  Abortion
 •  Illegal immigration
Furthermore, books and documentaries including Aaron Russo’s 

warning to the American people America: Freedom to Fascism are also 
considered to be terrorist material, highlighted as ‘Literature and Media 
Common to the Militia.’ 22   The question has to be asked, how long will 
it be before the Bible is highlighted as literature common to the militia?

Prohibiting so called subversive books and material is nothing new. 
Again it is indicative of a dictatorship, echoing the Third Reich and 
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Communist Russia’s censorship of literature. 
It seems that the process of labeling and vilifying Christians has 

therefore begun.

Christians as Terrorist Threats

Labeling Christians as extremist terrorists would of course be nothing 
new. As far back as 1999 the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) 
produced a startling report entitled Project Megiddo which amounted to 
no less than a contingency plan for dealing with the Second Coming of 
Christ. The document’s central thesis was concerned with the rising tide of 
so called conspiracy theorists and end-time Bible prophecy followers who 
believed that Armageddon was approaching, and how law enforcement 
would prepare and respond in the wake of civil disobedience. 

The report reads, ‘many extremist individuals and groups place some 
significance on the next millennium, and as such it will present challenges 
to law enforcement at many levels. The significance is based primarily upon 
either religious beliefs relating to the Apocalypse or political beliefs relating 
to the New World Order (NWO) conspiracy theory. The challenge is how 
well law enforcement will prepare and respond.’

This report, while stating that it is not possible to define exactly what 
a terrorist group is, leaves the door wide open to include a spectrum of 
religious and Christian groups under the label ‘terrorist threat.’

The document’s wording is clever too, consistently undermining real 
and known threats and labeling them as examples of conspiracy theory. 

The report reads, ‘the NWO conspiracy theory holds that the United 
Nations (UN) will lead a military coup against the nations of the world to 
form a socialist or One World Government. UN troops, consisting mostly 
of foreign armies, will commence a military takeover of America. The UN 
will mainly use foreign troops on American soil because foreigners will have 
fewer reservations about killing American citizens. U.S. armed forces will not 
attempt to stop this invasion by UN troops and, in fact, the U.S. military may 
be “deputized” as a branch of the UN armed forces. The American military 
contingent overseas will also play a large part in this elaborate conspiracy 
theory, as they will be used to help conquer the rest of the world. The rationale 
for this part of the theory is that American soldiers will also have less qualms 
about killing foreigners, as opposed to killing their own citizens.
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Under this hypothetical NWO/One World Government, the following 
events are to take place: 1) private property rights and private gun 
ownership will be abolished; 2) all national, state and local elections will 
become meaningless, since they will be controlled by the UN; 3) the U.S. 
Constitution will be supplanted by the UN charter; 4) only approved churches 
and other places of worship will be permitted to operate and will become 
appendages of the One World Religion, which will be the only legitimate 
doctrine of religious beliefs and ethical values; 5) home schooling will be 
outlawed and all school curriculum will need to be approved by the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO); 
and 6) American military bases and other federal facilities will be used 
as concentration camps by the UN to confine those patriots, including the 
militias, who defy the NWO. Other groups beside the UN that are often 
mentioned as being part of the NWO conspiracy theory are…the Council 
on Foreign Relations, the Bilderbergers and the Trilateral Commission.’

‘Religious motivation and the NWO conspiracy theory are the two 
driving forces behind the potential for millennial violence. As the end of 
the millennium draws near, biblical prophecy and political philosophy 
may merge into acts of violence by the more extreme members of domestic 
terrorist groups that are motivated, in part, by religion. The volatile mix of 
apocalyptic religions and NWO conspiracy theories may produce violent acts 
aimed at precipitating the end of the world as prophesied in the Bible. When 
and how Christ’s second coming will occur is a critical point in the ideology 
of those motivated by extremist religious beliefs about the millennium. 
There is no consensus within Christianity regarding the specific date that the 
Apocalypse will occur. However, within many right-wing religious groups 
there is a uniform belief that the Apocalypse is approaching. Some of these 
same groups also point to a variety of non-religious indicators such as gun 
control…the NWO, the banking system, and a host of other “signs” that the 
Apocalypse is near. Almost uniformly, the belief among right-wing religious 
extremists is that the federal government is an arm of Satan. Therefore, 
the millennium will bring about a battle between Christian martyrs and 
the government. At the core of this volatile mix is the belief of apocalyptic 
religions and cults that the battle against Satan, as prophesied in the Book 
of Revelation, will begin in 2000.’

In the document, Bible-believing Christians are repeatedly classified 
as a potential domestic terrorist threat.
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It is chilling to consider that a person is classified as such if they 
believe

 •  the Book of Revelation and its description of the battle of  
  Armageddon

 •  end-time Bible prophecy
 •  that God will overcome the enemies of Christianity
 •  the Second Coming of Christ
 •  that there will be a United Nations takeover of America presided  

  over by the Antichrist
 •  that people will be forced to wear the Mark of the Beast to  

  participate in business and commerce
The question has to be asked then, are all Bible believing Evangelical 

Christians seen as potential terrorist threats by the US government? If so, 
we have a serious problem and the church should wake up.

Learning from History

Here we must take a lesson from history. Hitler’s campaign against the 
Jews living in Germany began by alienating them from their neighbors. 
He adopted the same strategy I am describing here, labeling them as 
extremists. In so doing he conditioned the people against them. This in 
turn enabled the government to forcibly have them removed and sent off 
to internment camps.

When both Christians and liberty advocates are regarded as threats 
to society, persecution in the West will begin at an unprecedented level. 
Just as we saw in Nazi Germany, hundreds of thousands of people will be 
forcibly removed from their homes and herded into internment camps. 

If this sounds too difficult to believe, look back in history and realize 
that it would not be the first time internment camps have been set up and 
used on American soil to detain American citizens.

In 1942 during World Two internment camps were set up and 
over 110,000 people of Japanese desent, 62% of whom were American 
citizens, were rounded up and rail-roaded to them.23 The internment was 
authorized by President Franklin D. Roosevelt after the attack on Pearl 
Harbor. After two and a half years of imprisonment the interns were 
finally released, to return home—if they still had one. 
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Years later in 1988 President Ronald Reagan signed legislation that 
apologized for the internment camps on behalf of the US government. 
Importantly the legislation stated that the government’s actions were 
based upon three criteria:

 • Racial prejudice
 • Wartime hysteria
 • And a failure of political leadership 24

It is also important to remember, as previously mentioned, that today 
President Obama currently holds the unconstitutional power to detain a 
US citizen or foreigner suspected of being a terrorist under the National 
Defense Authorization Act of 2012. This means that the US government 
can detain a person indefinitely on the grounds that it believes they could 
be a threat. In a democratic society a person must be considered innocent 
until they have been proven guilty of wrongdoing. Importantly, a person 
cannot be incarcerated for thought crime.

In addition we should not forget about the existence of the deplorable 
US military prison at Guantanamo Bay in Cuba. This notorious place 
allows for American citizens to be arrested on US soil and incarcerated 
there without Habeas Corpus. Stories of ill treatment and torture abound. 
The camp resonates chillingly with Hitler’s Nazi concentration camps.

A study led by Physicians for Human Rights found evidence of torture 
and other abuses that resulted in serious injury and mental disorder at 
the Guantanamo Bay detention camp and also Abu Ghraib prison. (Abu 
Ghraib prison was used for detention purposes by the US led coalition 
occupying Iraq).

According to the report those examined reported of being tortured 
or abused sexually, of being shocked with electrodes, beaten, shackled, 
stripped naked, deprived of food and sleep, and spat and urinated on. 
Although US President George W. Bush claimed in 2004 after the prison 
torture was revealed that it was the work of ‘a few American troops who 
dishonored our country and disregarded our values,’ it was found in once 
secret documents that the Pentagon and Justice Department allowed for a 
time the torture of the prisoners, through forced nakedness, isolation, sleep 
deprivation and humiliation at both Guantanamo Bay and Abu Ghraib.

Dr Allen Keller, one of the doctors who conducted the study said ‘the 
findings on the physical and psychological exams were consistent with what 
they reported.’ 
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Former detainees reported being subjected to:
 • Stress positions, including being suspended for hours by the  

  arms or tightly shackled for days
 • Prolonged isolation and hooding or blindfolding, a form of  

  sensory deprivation
 • Threats against themselves, their families or friends from  

  interrogators or guards
 • Ten said they were forced to be naked, some for days or weeks
 • Nine said they were subjected to prolonged sleep deprivation
 • At least six said they were threatened with military working dogs,  

  often while naked
 • Four reported being sodomized, subjected to anal probing, or  

  threatened with rape 25

In another report Moazzam Begg a former detainee at the camp 
claimed, ‘I was subjected to the sounds of a woman screaming. I was led to 
believe that my wife was being tortured.’ Begg also spoke of being cavity 
searched and given directions on how to commit suicide, having his hair 
shaved off, being punched, kicked and spat upon. 26

To summarize:
 • The US government has detained US citizens in internment  

  camps on US soil before
 • Obama holds the right to detain a US citizen indefinitely 

because they might be a terrorist (i.e. they have not committed 
a crime, but are for example ‘guilty’ of being a Pastor Chuck 
Baldwin supporter, against abortion, against same-sex marriage, 
believe in end-time Bible prophecy, or possess material such as 
Aaron Russo’s documentary ‘Freedom to Fascism’. Importantly 
the definition of a terrorist has broadened to include Bible 
believing Christians and liberty advocates. In short according to 
the US government a Bible believing Christian is a terrorist). 

 • According to evidence the Guantanamo Bay internment camp is 
no less evil than a German Nazi concentration camp.

With this information in mind the notion that the US government 
could round up and indefinitely detain en masse individuals for no 
crime whatsoever, except that is for being a Bible believing Christian 
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or liberty advocate, becomes a disturbing possibility. Under the Obama 
administration all the ‘legal’ framework is now set in place to allow this 
to happen. 

Preparing for Civil Unrest

Coupled with these facts, it is alarming to learn that in 2012 
US government domestic agencies purchased two billion rounds 
of ammunition27 and according to some reports the Department of 
Homeland Security is obtaining thousands of heavily armored vehicles 
for urban use within the United States.28

Furthermore the DHS is under investigation for purchasing large 
stockpiles of ammunition, just days before legislation was introduced to 
restrict the amount a government agency could legally purchase. Despite 
the fact that DHS officials repeatedly deny stockpiling ammunition, reports 
claim to the contrary. According to the Associated Press the agency plans 
to buy more than 1.6 billion rounds of ammunition over the next four to 
five years. This amount is the equivalent of a 24-year Iraq War. Americans 
are obviously concerned with what purpose these rounds would serve the 
DHS domestically. Of further concern the Social Security Administration 
has reportedly already purchased 360,000 rounds of hollow point bullets. 
Hollow rounds are forbidden under international law for use in war. 
These rounds explode on impact for maximum damage.29 It has been 
claimed by law enforcement officials that the purchases are for training 
purposes, but as former Marine Richard Mason pointed out, hollow-
point bullets are not the best choice for training purposes because they 
are more expensive than standard rounds. Furthermore, Mason said, ‘we 
never trained with hollow points, we didn’t even see hollow points my entire 
four-and-a-half years in the Marine Corps.’ 30

Congressman Timothy Huelscamp said the DHS has refused 
to answer questions from multiple members of Congress about the 
stockpiling. ‘They have no answer for that question. They refuse to answer 
that,’ said Huelscamp. 31

If this is not enough the discovery of over 500,000 plastic coffin liners 
in a field in Madison, Georgia, has led to questions being asked. Just why 
are tens of thousands of burial vaults stacked in a field there, and who are 
they intended for?

The plastic coffin liners that stretch down the field stacked one on 
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top of the other are a product called ‘Burial Vault’ made by the company 
PolyGuard Vaults. As described by the company. ‘a Burial Vault is an 
outside receptacle or container, in which the casket and remains are placed, 
at the time of burial.’ According to reports the US government has been 
buying Burial Vaults from PolyGuard Vaults for years.32

Stories abound that the burial vaults are the property of FEMA, the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency.

FEMA was created in 1979 under President Jimmy Carter. Upon 
creation of FEMA several government organizations with responsibility 
for the civil defense of the USA were amalgamated into it. 

Seven years later in 1986 Army Regulation 210–35, Civilian Inmate 
Labor Program, was set up secretly. For over a decade it remained 
concealed until in 1997 it was declassified by the Clinton administration. 
The regulation listed twelve camps built by the US Army to hold American 
citizens, some of which already hold US citizens today.

Since then the number of camps has doubled from twelve to twenty 
four. The government’s stated purpose for these labor camps is to

 • provide aid during a natural disaster
 • provide support after a terrorist attack
 • combat the threat of illegal aliens
 • use during periods of civil unrest (emphasis mine)
These camps eerily resemble the concentration camps of Nazi 

Germany in that they come replete with inward facing barbed wire 
fencing (to keep people from getting out, rather than getting in) and 
guard towers. Just weeks after the DHS report on who is a right wing 
extremist, the US Army ran an ad campaign seeking those who would 
be interested in being an ‘Internment/Resettlement Specialist.’ The ad 
stated successful candidates will ‘provide external security to…detention/
internment facilities’ and ‘provide counseling and guidance to individual 
prisoners within a rehabilitative program.’ 33

Detention Camps

In 2003 President Bush placed FEMA under the Department of 
Homeland Security. FEMA’s directives are:

 • National Emergency Recovery
 • Continuity of Government
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 • Combating perceived threats to the existing social and political  
  order

Ever since 9/11 and the introduction of the Patriot Act the fundamental 
liberties protected by the U.S. Constitution have been dismantled piece 
by piece. 

Under the Patriot Act American citizens can be arrested, or held 
without being arrested, and incarcerated without even being charged 
with a crime. 

The Act authorizes police to perform searches and seizures of private 
property without a warrant. 

Later in 2009 a bill riding off the back of these wide and sweeping 
powers was introduced by congress entitled the ‘National Emergency 
Centers Establishment Act’ (HR 645). This bill allocates military bases to be 
converted into FEMA emergency centers complete with educational and 
medical facilities similar to the Japanese internment camps of the 1940s. 
Judging by a leaked US Army document in 2012 entitled ‘FM 3-39.40 
Internment and Resettlement Operations’, the educational facilities will 
be used to re-educate amongst others, political activists. The shocking 
plans involve a Psychological Operations Officer whose team’s task will 
be designed to:

 • Develop PSYOP products that are designed to pacify and  
  acclimatize detainees or DCs to accept U.S. I/R facility authority  
  and regulations

 • Gain the cooperation of detainees or DCs to reduce the number  
  of guards needed

 • Identify malcontents, trained agitators, and political leaders  
  within the facility who may try to organize resistance or create  
  disturbances

 • Develop and execute indoctrination programs to reduce or  
  remove antagonistic attitudes

 • Identify political activists
 • Provide loudspeaker support (such as administrative  

  announcements and facility instructions when necessary)
 • Help the military police commander control detainee and DC  

  populations during emergencies
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 • Plan and execute a PSYOP program that produces an  
  understanding and appreciation of U.S. policies and actions

The term PSYOP is an abbreviation for Psychological Operations. 
These are operations to convey selected information to influence 
emotions, motives and objective reasoning to an intern. The ultimate 
objective is to induce or reinforce behavior favorable to US objectives.

The document that outlines policies for the processing of detainees 
inside and outside the United States is linked to partner organizations 
such as the United Nations, Red Cross, the Department of Homeland 
Security and FEMA. Importantly the document does not only pertain to 
foreign combat operations but also applies domestically to US citizens. 
The wording in the document makes this perfectly clear, using many 
references to the DHS and FEMA to implement policies within US 
territory as a part of civil support operations.

Under the subheading ‘Support to Civil Support Operations’ the 
document reads: ‘2-39. Civil support is the DOD support to U.S. civil 
authorities for domestic emergencies, and for designated law enforcement 
and other activities. (JP 3-28) Civil support includes operations that 
address the consequences of natural or man-made disasters, accidents, 
terrorist attacks and incidents in the U.S. and its territories. 2-40. The I/R 
[Internment/Resettlement] tasks performed in support of civil support 
operations are similar to those during combat operations, but the techniques 
and procedures are modified based on the special OE associated with 
operating within U.S. territory and according to the categories of individuals 
(primarily DCs) to be housed in I/R facilities.’ 34

Also under the subheading ‘Agencies Concerned with Internment and 
Resettlement’, domestic application is confirmed:

‘External involvement in I/R missions is a fact of life for military 
police organizations. Some government and government-sponsored 
entities that may be involved in I/R missions include:

 • Department of Homeland Security
 • U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE)
 • Federal Emergency Management Agency’ 35

Clearly there are plans in place for detaining non-conformist US 
Citizens in centers across the country.

The time is coming when Bible believing Christians, political 
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dissidents and liberty advocates will either have to remain silent or risk 
the actions of tyrannical government. It is happening right under the 
noses of the American people. But blinded by mainstream media few 
know what is happening.

Closed Hospitality Centers

What about the European Union? Has it escaped this madness? Or is 
it under the same spell? 

Internment camps have never really disappeared in Europe. In fact 
Rivesaltes in the South of France, which was one of the largest French 
internment camps for Jews in World War II, was used to intern migrants 
up until its closure in 2007. The smallest centers hold a few dozen while 
the largest hold more than 1,000. The centers are fitted with surveillance 
cameras and coils of barbed wire. The worst are infested with rats, have 
little medical care and according to studies are subject to riots, arson 
attacks and suicides. A detention center that was finally closed on the 
Greek island of Samos was nicknamed ‘Guantanamo’ by the community 
surrounding it. Here arrivals were assaulted with the stench of vomit, urine 
and sweat. Sewage seeped into the dormitories and severe overcrowding 
meant people slept on the floor. Entry to the camps is often denied to 
reporters and governments are reluctant to even admit their existence.36

These detention centers however are being rebranded. Today they 
are being called ‘closed hospitality centers’. In 2012 it was reported that 
Greece was to open thirty of these camps on disused military sites across 
the country in what was described as a ‘desperate bid’ to contain the social 
chaos prompted by the economic crisis.37

The Minister for Citizen Protection, Michalis Chrisohoidis said of the 
camps: ‘we have a commitment to start operating these closed-hospitality 
centers, and we will keep to that commitment...it will act as a model to 
show Greek citizens that these facilities are safe for the public and will 
operate to high standards of health and hygiene.’

Former European MP Richard Cottrell wrote an article and expressed 
his concern about the wording used by Chrisohoidis and asked: 

‘Am I alone in detecting some singularly inappropriate language here? 
After all, was it not the Nazis who indulged in ‘health and hygiene’ as a 
constant reprise, particularly when it came to the ‘closed-hospitality’ camps 
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established for the benefit (and ‘hygiene’) of European Jews? Can we ever 
forget the horrific deception of the gas chambers as fumigators?’ 38

It is time to get ready!

In this chapter we have discussed the Biblical idea of suffering and 
tribulation. We have looked at how the church will be called to endure 
persecution whether the rapture occurs before, during, or after the Great 
Tribulation. 

We have looked at how the deluge of media filth has created a society 
devoid of any true morality. 

We have discussed how society has now turned away from Christianity 
and become hateful of it, and how haters of religion are now persecuting 
the faithful. 

We have seen too how governments have begun to vilify Christians 
and liberty activists, labeling them ‘Right Wing Extremist Terrorists’ in such 
government publications as the ‘Megiddo Report’, the DHS’s ‘Rightwing 
Extremism,’ and the MIAC report on ‘The Modern Militia Movement’. 

We have also seen how the US government appears to be readying 
itself for massive social unrest—likely precipitated by the next phase 
of economic crises—through the purchase of massive amounts of 
ammunition, armored vehicles to be used on US streets, the strange 
anomaly of tens of thousands of coffin liners discovered in places like 
Madison, Georgia, and finally the creation of internment camps on both 
US and European soil.

It is just as Jesus prophesied: ‘then you will be arrested, persecuted, and 
killed. You will be hated all over the world because you are my followers.’ 

Friends, let there be no doubt, tribulation is coming. At what point 
the rapture takes place is somewhat irrelevant in light of this. Tribulation 
is right at the door. The church will not escape this, just as the church did 
not escape the tyranny of Rome, or the Jews did not escape the tyranny of 
Nazi Germany, or the underground Chinese church has not escaped the 
tyranny of Communism. 

Why do we believe we will somehow escape? God did not intend 
that we escape such calamity but that through it our faith in Him, which 
is more important than life itself, would be found genuine even to the 
salvation of our souls.
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The Apostle Peter who was crucified under a tyrannical government 
revealed this to us. He said, ‘in this you greatly rejoice, though now for 
a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials, that the 
genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, 
though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ, whom having not seen you love. Though now you 
do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of 
glory, receiving the end of your faith—the salvation of your souls.’

The West is about to be shaken as never before. The question is, are 
we ready? Are we ready both practically and spiritually? Are our hearts 
ready before the Lord? Are we ready to stand our ground like those who 
have gone before us? Are we prepared to refuse the direction in which 
our governments dictate we should go? Will we refuse to bow to ungodly 
government as Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego refused to bow 
despite the consequences? Will we defiantly stare our pharoanic leaders 
in the face as Moses did in his day—and declare LET MY PEOPLE GO? 
Will we stand up and expose the immoral lifestyles of our leaders just 
like John the Baptist did, despite the threat of a lawsuit or imprisonment?


